Breaking Bread 2    Hello everyone,
Last week, we said we’d take as our inspiration the hymn 
“Break thou the Bread of Life, O Lord to me, 
As thou did break the loaves beside the sea.” 
It’s about breaking open the words of Scripture. Again, last week, we were invited to, intentionally, share the love of God with someone in our lives whether by word or deed. That came from breaking open 1 Corinthians 13. 
This week, we have two passages to break open – Isiah 6 v 1,8 and Luke 5 v1,11. It would help greatly if you were to read them.
Isaiah 6 describes the prophet in the Temple where he is overwhelmed by a sense of the awesome majesty and holiness of God. This leads him to feel his own and the nation’s unworthiness before the Lord. “I am lost. I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.”(6:5)

In Luke 5, we see Jesus meeting Simon Peter and the others after they’ve had a fruitless night’s fishing. He instructs them to cast their nets in deeper water, whereupon the nets are filled to overflowing. Like Isaiah, Simon Peter is overwhelmed by this and considers himself unworthy to be in the presence of Jesus, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.”(5:8)
   
Both these men could have been broken in a negative sense by their experience, but instead, the Lord uses this feeling of brokenness positively and in both cases, they are called to go for and to go with the Lord.
         
Perhaps we all need to be aware of our unworthiness before God and to be broken, in that sense. But in that breaking, we allow the healing, saving grace of God to enter in, and through that renewal we too are called into the work of God’s people.

The Lord says, “Whom shall I send and who will go for us?” (Is 6:8).  As we respond I think it’s time for Holy Habit 1, prayer and then Holy Habit 2, generous heartedness.

              God bless,
                    Graham W 

