Harvest
What do the following have in common?  Word searches.  ‘Countdown.’  Anagrams.  Crosswords.  Scrabble.  Etymology[footnoteRef:1].  All of these are linked in that they are to do with letters and words.   [1:  Etymology is the study of words and their origins.] 
V

I like playing around with words – trying to break them down into parts when I do not know their meanings, to see if that can help my understanding; looking for clever word-plays which confirm the answer to a crossword clue; shuffling around letters to produce a whole variety of words of varying length. However, I have not (yet?) gone as far as Simon Armitage, the poet laureate, by scrambling up the letters in my name and seeing what results.H
Tour text heres

We are coming up to the time in our Christian calendar when we celebrate harvest.  It is interesting to note that out of the word ‘harvest’ we can make a number of words of three or more letters which can be associated with this festival[footnoteRef:2].   [2:  I cannot remember when or where I first came across the letters of HARVEST being used to create other words. However, there was a booklet called ‘The Harvest Collection’ produced by TEAR FUND which I discovered later which had a talk based on this idea.] 
E

The EARTH produces EARS of corn.  We EAT and drink the fruits of people’s labour: HEARTS of cabbages from local growers; fish from the SEA; TEA from pickers scattered across the globe.  Fields may be allowed to REST for soil nutrients to be restored.  We can choose to SAVE food in times of plenty, and SHARE what we HAVE when harvests fail and TEARS are shed.  For it is not our desire to see anyone STARVE from lack of nutrition.S

At this harvest time, we give thanks to God for all his gifts to us – especially our food.  We also seek to give to those in need, facing drought or famine.  Further, we look to support charities working to empower growers and producers, by teaching them sustainable farming skills.    A
R

You might like to return to the word ‘harvest’ and see what further words you can make – they do not need to have anything to do with harvest.
[image: ]Happy searching!
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